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not deny himself the satisfaction of spending some time
upon the medical writers, for the perusal of which he was
so well qualified by his acquaintance with the mathematicks
and philosophy.

But this science corresponded so much with his natural
genius, that he could not forbear making that his business,
which he intended only as his diversion; and still growing
more eager, as he advanced further, he at length deter-
mined wholly to master that profession, and to take his
degree in physick, before he engaged in the duties of the
ministry.

Jt is, I believe, a very just observation, that men's amr
bition is, generally, proportioned to their capacity. Pro-
vidence seldom sends any into the world with an inclina-
tion to attempt great things, who have not abilities, like-
wise, to perform them. To have formed the design of
gaining a complete knowledge of medicine, by way qf"
digression from theological studies, would have been little
less than madness in most men, and would have only ex-
posed them to ridicule and contempt. But Boerhaaye
was one of those mighty geniuses, to whom scarce any
thing appears impossible, and who think nothing worthy
of their efforts, but what appears insurmountable to com-
mon understandings.

He began this new course of study by a diligent perusal
ofVesalius, Barthpliue, and Fallopius; and, to acquaint
himself more fully with the structure of bodies, was a con-
stant attendant upon Nuck's publick dissections in the
theatre, and himself very accurately inspected the bodies
of different animals.

Having furnished himself with this preparatory know-
ledge, he began to read the ancient physicians, in the
order of time, pursuing his inquiries downwards, from
Hippocrates; through all the Greek and Latin writers..

Finding, as he tells us himself, that Hippocrates was
the original source of all medical knowledge, and that all
the later writers were little more than transcribers from
him, he returned to him with more attention, and spent